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From the

BISHOP
Easter Grace
Lent, the period of forty days prior to Easter, was originally a time to prepare
candidates for baptism. It later became a time of penitence (feeling remorseful
and confessing our sins)—a time to pay attention to the sacrifice of Christ and
the example of his devotion to God. It is also a dedicated time period of forty
days—not counting Sundays—leading up to Easter.
In our busy sound-bite, snap-chat, Facebook, Twitter world, Lent comes
as a gift to slow down for reflection and self-examination for all Christians.
Jesus invites us to talk with him and walk with him.

Bishop Julius Calvin Trimble

A few years ago while, in the Holy Land, clergy and laity from Iowa were worshipping

at the Jordan River where Jesus was baptized. Several groups of people came closer
and closer as we sang and began to enter the water to renew their baptism. You could hear other languages
being spoken as I placed water on the heads of those stepping into the Jordan River. Several others, not from
our group, began to line up and step into the water. Without words being spoken, our group grew as followers of
Jesus from other parts of the world gave thanks for the one who lived, loved, and died for us all.
Days later, as our HolyLand pilgrimage was coming to an end, we shared Holy Communion
at the Garden Tomb. This, again, was a time to pay attention to the sacrifice of Jesus Christ
and his devotion to the very end, and beyond. Jesus’ death on the cross is not the end of the
story. It is the prelude that follows what the Maxwell Leadership Bible calls the “Law of
Sacrifice” that leads to the “Law of Victory.” The empty tomb was sad and confusing for
those who arrived first to discover no body in sight. However, for the generations of those
who now celebrate Easter, the empty tomb
The chairperson of the 1989 Revised United Methodist
reminds us that Jesus’ sacrifice for the sins of
Hymnal was Iowa bishop, Rueben P. Job. I give thanks for the
the world, including our sins, was the birth of
richness of the many hymns that convey so well our theology
more grace as God raised him from the dead.
and joyous praise through word and song.
“What a surprise awaited that first Resurrection
The first verse of the hymn written in 1911, Grace Greater
Sunday morning! When Jesus rose from the dead,
than Our Sin:
he gave his followers a potent hope to end every
“Marvelous grace of our loving Lord,
doubt about his kingdom.” (Maxwell Leadership
grace that exceeds our sin and our guilt!
Bible, p1223)
Yonder on Calvary’s mount out poured,
Easter grace can be explained in this way:
The good news of Jesus’ love and the
forgiveness that comes through his life,
death and resurrection. By grace I mean,
“Love, God’s love, that comes to us and
God’s love that shines through us.”
Be encouraged,

Bishop Julius C. Trimble

there where the blood of the lamb was spilt.
Grace, grace, God’s grace,
grace that will pardon and cleanse within;
grace, grace, God’s grace,
grace that is greater than all our sin!”
Our prayer is that Easter grace will shine through us as we
witness and sing throughout the year. “Jesu, Jesu, fill us with
your love, show us how to serve the neighbours we have from
you.” (UMH #432)
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From the Corn State of Iowa to the

Land of Maiz in Guatemala
By Beverly Nolte

Photos by Jane Kennedy

During the last two weeks of January

ears of corn. Tortillas were on the daily

2015, twenty Iowans from ten different

menu for all three meals!

United Methodist churches—Clear Lake
to Wilton—traveled to
Panajachel, Guatemala
to work with “Mission
Guatemala” on a Volunteer
in Mission work team.
Laden with sewing
supplies, painting

Physical Work was Multi-pronged
One group (Katherine/Bill Howell, Gerald
Kennedy) working on the construction
of office equipment for the optometrist’s
office (desk, bookcase, tables, corner
shelves). Wood on two doors/gates was
installed along with construction of a
kitchen counter top.

equipment, medications,
school supplies/crafts and
an Iowa work ethic, we
were housed in the Casa del Rio (River
House) outside of Panajachel. Due to the
high altitude, we slept under wool blankets
at night but enjoyed the sunny days while
working outdoors.

The land of
maiz is truly
a remarkable
country...

Panajachel is on Lake Atitlan, one of the
most spectacular lakes in the world with

Help Guatemalan
r basic
people meet thei
e
needs and improv
e. Visit
their quality of lif
a.com.
missionguatemal
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deep turquoise water and cascading

Our welder (Gary Taber) made two

waterfalls. Around the lake are 12 Indian

metal large five-gallon water jug holders.

villages named after the 12 apostles. We

Electricians (Steve Herrick and Ken

arrived in Panajachel after a three hour,

Kruempel) mapped the electrical circuitry

nail biting ride from Guatemala City

at the River House. This included splitting

through horrific traffic. The roads to our

circuits and adding breakers, wired in the

work sites were up hill and down dale,

optometrist’s office and installing two fans

around hair pin curves with panoramic

among a myriad of other projects.

views of the large garden fields and vistas
of Lake Atitlan. Driving to the work site

For four days sewing classes were held for

we passed many Quiche (K’iche) Indians

six experienced women and six beginners.

in their colorful dress. This was the dry

With the purchase of three sewing

season so the fields still had dried up corn

machines by Vickie Steffes, these women

stalks with many people picking out the

made everything from aprons to shoulder

W OR L D -T R A N S F OR MI NG M I SSI ON

bags and reversible quilts. Helping keep
the sewing machines humming were
Vicki Waterbury, Jane Kennedy, Bev
Kruempel, Jackie Caffrey and Martha
McCallister as they taught the women
sewing techniques.
If it didn’t move—the painting crew
of Linda Rowe, Juli Knight, Crystal
Oberheu, Beverly Nolte, Marsha Jones,
Sheryl Dammann, Pam Kranzler and
Dave Duffe—covered it with colorful
hues of beige, white, green and brown
and completed painting on five buildings
in six days. Judy Taber painted letters on
the medical clinic and bathrooms.
The afternoon school program for 500
elementary children in three different

Learning About the Mayan
Culture
the group took a boat
across Lake Atitlan, enjoyed
brunch at Casa Del Mundo,
and were given a visual
demonstration on textile
making and weaving. One
evening the group enjoyed
Guatemalan music on the
marimba with historical
stories told by the Jose
Pinguinos. The largest Indian open
air market at Chichicastenango was
thrilling to see with the many colorful
wares of the Mayan Indians. We just
happened to see a funeral procession
and interesting Indian ritual service in
the 1800 century Catholic Church.

villages was highly successful as stories,
colorful crafts and learning songs in

The group worshipped with a small

Spanish were part of the program. Some

Methodist Church congregation in

of these children at these locations did

Chichi where we brought greetings

not know Spanish so with interpretation

and sang a song in Spanish. The Iglesia

into the Quiche dialect everyone

Evangelica Nacional Metodista Primitiva

understood.

de Guatemala is small, with only a few

Photos by Jane Kennedy

churches and pastors ministering to the
We also distributed and installed three

Quiche Indians.

simple block stoves in tarp paper and zinc
roofed homes in Chutinamit, a village

The land of maiz is truly a remarkable

destroyed and displaced by Tropical

country where the Mayan Indians

Storm Agatha.

have survived for centuries
through persecution and

The last two days of our trip, we moved

discrimination.

to Maria del Carmen to help sift sand,

Read More Online

mix mortar and lay block for a toilet
facility. From ankle-level to eye-level, the
building took shape and another work
team will come to continue the project.
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Disaster Preparedness and Response Ministries

Show that We Care
By: Rev. Dr. Arthur McClanahan

...the act of “simply
being there means
so much; it means
that people know
that they’re not
alone, that they’re
cared for.”

to contact, a flashlight, weather radio,

For Rev. Catie Newman, Iowa Conference’s and the whereabouts of important papers
Disaster Preparedness and Response

is vital. Having a designated place to go

ministries “show that we care.” As

preset when a storm warning is issued

important as it is to deal with fallen trees

helps to “give a little control in the midst

after a tornado or help remove water from

of chaos and anxiety.” Cards with key

basements after a flood, the act of “simply

checklists “have been distributed at past

being there means so much; it means that

Annual Conferences” and will be again.

people know that they’re not alone, that
they’re cared for.”
“There are really two parts of what we
do,” Rev. Newman said. “The first is
preparedness, helping people to know
what to do, in advance. The second is what
happens in response” to a storm or other
disaster. For her, knowing what to do,
ahead of time, is as important as knowing
the steps to take after something has
happened.
The Disaster Preparedness and Response
ministries help people learn what to get
in place. Such things as having a list of

Early Response Teams
The Response part of Disaster
Preparedness and Response ministries
includes ERT (early response teams),
groups of people ready to help with such
things as providing food and water, health
care supplies, bringing tool trailers or the
shower trailer. “These folks are ready to
go at a moment’s notice” Rev. Newman
said, “in Iowa and beyond.” There are also
District coordinators who “contact every
congregation in a particular disaster area
on the first day, speaking with pastors
to learn what’s needed most, when and
where.”

medications, telephone numbers of people
“In Iowa,” Rev. Newman noted, “people
help neighbors. Sometimes, even, the
response of people reaching out to each
other is so great that our ERT’s aren’t
needed!” While ERT’s might not be
needed to saw tree limbs or pump water or
clean basements, initially, they do provide
an additional vital response—spiritual
care. “We are a church family,” she noted,
“and will be there for one another, walking
side-by-side, helping to ‘just be’ with one
another and reminding that God is present,
loving and caring, no matter what.” While
it’s often hard to focus in a crisis, the ERT’s
6
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A L I G N I N G OUR RESOU RCES

are a “prayerful presence,” calling on God
for strength.

When Disaster Strikes
Rev. Newman recalled what happened
during the disaster that struck Mapleton,
Iowa. An EF3 strength tornado devastated
the western part of Mapleton at about
7:30 pm on April 9, 2011. Some reports
indicated that more than half the town was
damaged or destroyed. People heeded
the early warnings and took shelter.
Shortly after the tornado it got dark. First tremendous. The extended community
responders searched for survivors and
worked so hard that by Sunday night the
made an initial damage assessment.
initial clean up was nearly done.”
Characteristically, “we help everyone.
We go to be helpful,” Rev. Newman
observed. The initial triage revealed
the needs. “We followed the directions
from the people who lived there…they
told us what needed to be done.” For
Rev. Newman that sense of disaster
survivors’ self-direction is important.
“Our role,” she said, “is to listen and then

Disaster Training—
Support Others in Their
Time of Need
Have you wondered how
you could help others after
a disaster; by being Jesus’
hands and feet? Learn about
the different possibilities
you can get involved in.
The type and level of
involvement is up to you

do what’s needed. Because of that we

whether community, district,

worked well together…and we made a

state or world.

big difference.”—Read More Online
“I spoke with the pastor that night,” Rev.

During Disaster Training

Newman recalls. “The next morning I

you will learn specific ways

spoke with the District Superintendent.”

to care for the affected

Through her calls she learned about

community including

the needs—initially water and cleaning

ERT/Assessment, proper

supplies. “We were there the next day,”

chainsaw practices,

though the United Methodist response

shepherding, and

stayed out of the way until the all clear was

spiritual care.

given by the first responders. “The United
Methodist name was there the next day.
Many United Methodist teams brought
food to the church, which was our staging
area.” The post-storm response “was

Learn more about
Disaster Ministries,
how you can get
involved or donate—
Click Here!

Training classes
will be held
this Spring.
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S T EWA R D S H I P R ES O URC E S

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING

WHAT?

The “Special Sunday” One Great Hour of Sharing calls United
Methodists to share the goodness of life with those who hurt.

WHY?

Gifts to One Great Hour of Sharing lay the foundation for the
United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) to share
God’s love with communities everywhere. The special offering
underwrites UMCOR’s “costs of doing business.” This helps
UMCOR to keep the promise that 100 percent of any gift to a

Each of you must make
up your own mind about
how much to give. But
don’t feel sorry that you
must give and don’t feel
that you are forced to
give. God loves people
who love to give.
—2 Corinthians 9:7

specific UMCOR project will go toward that project, not
administrative costs.

WHEN?
March 15, 2015

HOW?

Download Resources Click Here
Give Online Click Here

WHO?

The United Methodist Committee On Relief Is Working
To Make Sure They Have The Opportunity To Be Children.
From UMCgiving.org

The most vulnerable members of the Kilis refugee camp in Turkey
are Syrian children.
The United Methodist Committee on Relief is working to make
sure they have the opportunity to be children.
Relief agencies agree that refugees from Syria seeking shelter in
neighboring countries will soon total 3 million. An estimated 1 million
uprooted Syrians already have taken refuge in Turkey. A few miles from
that country’s southern border with Syria, the city of Kilis, with a normal
population of 88,000, has swelled to encompass an additional refugee
community of more than 70,000.
Many of the displaced have managed to find homes using their own
resources, but an increasing number cannot afford to do so. Read More

8
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Learn More About UMC
Connections
The World Service Fund: Serves as the
financial lifeline to a long list of Christ’s mission
and ministry throughout the denomination.
The Black College Fund: Supports
United Methodism’s historically Black
colleges and universities that create
vibrant spiritual environments that
encourage pride and self-esteem.
The Episcopal Fund: Pays bishops’
salaries, covers their office and travel
expenses and provides their pension and
health-benefit coverage.
Click Here to Learn More

From UMCOM
The Secret to Finding and Sharing Online Content that Matters
The Internet is an ocean of information. We often focus on how to reach
more people by being heard over competing waves of noise, but what if we
flip the script? How do we find what we need in the swirling digital sea? How
do we sift through all those crashing waves to pluck the few relevant and
significant items from a sea of distracting content?
Read More

Three Inexpensive Solutions for Getting Top-notch Training
One of the best ways to get people to buy into your ministry as a volunteer
is to equip them to do the ministry they sense God calling them to do. While
plenty of conferences do just that, such events can be pricey. Here are three
solutions that will make your volunteers feel appreciated and equipped.
Read More

What is Private Online? Why Should Churches Care?
It seems every month, another huge hack lights up the Internet. Each time it
happens, it raises questions for churches, pastors and parishioners. What is
private online? How do I ensure my privacy?
Read More

Moving Your Newsletter into the Digital Age
One staple of church communication is the monthly newsletter. Filled with
information on everything from when the trustees will meet to an overview
of the enlightened teaching by the guest speaker at last month’s UMW
meeting, it has served us well. As with everything else, it represents an
opportunity to grow into the digital age.
Not only are the costs of printing and mailing rising; many in our
congregations are growing accustomed to receiving these types of
information in their email inboxes rather than their physical mailboxes.
Don’t worry; you don’t have to sell the copier quite yet, but take a moment
to think through the various steps you might take to bring this stalwart of
communication into the digital age.
Read More

TIPS!
Online Training—
Available Anytime!
United Methodist
Communications Training
offers affordable online
courses, with professional
instruction available on
YOUR time.
They will can teach you
how to engage with your
congregation online,
reach out to seekers, and
share God’s love with the
latest Internet tools. They
will share best practices
for building a team for
welcoming ministry.
They can even help you
plan a mission trip to
improve the quality of life
in developing countries
through information
and communications
technology.
Don’t miss this valuable
resource!

Click Here

Get Tons of Clicks: Choosing the Right Images
If your web site is like most churches, outside of direct traffic, most visitors
access your site through a link you or someone else shares on a social media
platform like Facebook or Twitter. Much of what attracts attention is the
image associated with the post. Here are tips on selecting images that will
drive more traffic to your site.
Read More
THE REPORTER | MARCH 2015
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Paper Cranes Symbolize

God’s Love and Peace
By: Rev. Dr. Arthur McClanahan

More than 500 cranes hang along the exterior of the sanctuary
of First United Methodist Church in Ames. Filled with personal
words, the origami cranes offer a visible witness of the hopes of
many in that community of faith.
“We did the peace cranes a year ago,” Rev Fred Lewis, Ames
First’s Pastor, recalled. “We wanted to do something visible,” he
added, to “reflect a heartfelt desire for peace.”
The pieces of paper that were folded into the cranes “were
handed out on a Sunday morning during worship,” said Rev.
Bethany Willers, the church’s Associate Pastor. “It was an idea
that Fred and I had together that he worked into his sermon.” She
collected the papers and worked with a team to fold them into the
crane shape, symbolic “of God’s love and peace in this world.”
The symbolism of the crane is personally special to Rev. Willers.

How to Fold a Paper Crane

“I was a dancer, growing up. In high school my dance teacher
created a ballet about Sadako and the
thousand paper cranes. We ended up taking
that ballet to churches in Des Moines and
performing it in worship services. So, it was
a ministry that I did in high school and now a
part of my ministry again.”
More than 500 cranes were folder and hung
up around the sanctuary. For Rev. Willers “it’s
relaxing. It’s also a spiritual practice for me to
fold paper cranes.”
The reaction of the congregation? “They loved
it,” Rev. Willers added. The cranes have been
up now for two Advents and many at Ames
First United Methodist Church have learned
how to fold the cranes on their own, a personal
spiritual practice and peace witness that their

Diagram by Fumiako Shingu
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pastors both call, “fantastic!” n

W OR L D -T R A N S F OR MI N G C ON GREGATI ON

The Story of One Thousand Paper Cranes
Rev. Takayuki Ishii’s book, One Thousand Paper Cranes, tells the story
of Sadako Sasaki who died of Atomic Bomb Disease ten years after the
atomic bomb was dropped on Hiroshima. He writes on his website,
“Sadako’s determination to fold one thousand paper cranes, symbolizing
her hope for peace, and her courageous struggle with her illness inspired
her classmates. After her death, they started a national campaign to build
the Children’s Peace Statue in memory of Sadako and the many other
children who were victims of the bombing of Hiroshima. On top of the
statue is a girl holding a large crane in her outstretched arms. She is Sadako
Sasaki. To this day, in Hiroshima Peace Memorial Park, the statue of Sadako
is beautifully decorated with thousands of paper cranes brought and sent
by people around the world.” The book is available from Amazon.com

THE REPORTER | MARCH 2015
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Atlantic First’s Mentoring Ministries

Reach Beyond Their Walls
By: Liz Winders

Lead pastor Rev. Dr.  Lanette L. Plambeck’s experience
with mentoring has allowed Atlantic First United
Methodist Church to develop ministries that reach
out to the surrounding community and provide
assistance and support to those in need. 
One such ministry is Soldier On—a mentoring ministry
for soldiers who have been deployed and for their
families. This ministry helps soldiers “find themselves”
again after deployment and works primarily with
mentoring male soldiers. It is a “four part ministry of
support,” said Rev. Plambeck. “I use call cadence as a
model for the ministry. We surround the soldier with
four personalities: a co-soldier, an older veteran, the
congregation and me. It has helped our returning
soldiers and veterans find purpose and relevance.”
The Soldier On ministry comes, in part, not only out
of Rev. Plambeck’s own experiences as an appointed
clergy of the United Methodist Church, but also from
her years as a college student. “I have felt like the

From Absence to Excellence
It is Atlantic First’s commitment to reach the least,
lost, lonely, and left out members of society that fuels
their efforts. The church uses mentoring ministries to
help bridge a person’s experience, especially for those
that are new to the community, helping change their
experience from one of absence to one of excellence.

new person in a new place…looking for a mentor to
be connected with and to connect with my spouse

Another ministry at Atlantic UMC is Sister to Sister.

and children.” She became a member of the United

This is a ministry for women who are survivors

Methodist Church in college through a campus

of violence that helps them heal and reestablish

ministry program and a strong mentoring relationship

themselves both physically and financially. This

she experienced through that. She is also a veteran.

ministry grew out of the needs of the Micronesian
Chuukese community that has settled in Atlantic,

“...who we are inside allows
us to come together
across our differences—
to do what we believe is
transformational ministry
in the world.”
12
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Iowa. In the Chuukese culture, women are secondary
in relationships. The ministry recently helped a
Chuukese woman move and become established in
another city. The congregation members helped pay
for three months rent and utilities.
“We’re helping them find employment, housing and
offer English as a Second Language [classes]. We
are also working to educate Western Iowa about
our Chuuk folks,” said Rev. Plambeck. The church

T R A N S F OMAT I ON AL LEA DER S

ministries for the Chuukese children. “There is

Rev. Dr. Lanette Plambeck
Receives Athena Award

mentoring for the next generation of Chuukese, the

Rev. Dr.  Lanette L. Plambeck is

ones who have been born here, the ones who have a

humbled to have received the

foot in two cultures.”

14th Annual Athena Award

collaborates with school teachers and psychologists
and now has Sunday mentoring and tutoring

from the Atlantic Area Chamber

Coming Together Brings Transformational
Ministry
In addition to the Sunday ministries for the Chuukese,
First Atlantic has a vast array of ministries including
youth ministries, recovery ministries, as well as
ministries for perpetrators and victims of violence.
Most of these have emerged since Rev. Plambeck was
assigned to the church. “I don’t have to lead anymore
because of what has happened—in house. I modeled
the first year, mentored the second year and let that
leadership loose the third.”

of Commerce for serving
the community and assisting
women attain professional
goals and leadership skills. She
contributes the award to the
way that Atlantic First United
Methodist Church reaches out to their community beyond the
walls of the church.
Atlantic Area Chamber of Commerce said, “[Rev. Lanette
Plambeck] demonstrates community leadership and
actively pursues to enrich the lives of everyone in the

The young people in the Atlantic First UMC also have

community through many programs, such as, Celebrate

a special heart for children. The youth group recently

Recovery Program, Solider Ministry, Ministry at the Heritage

purchased $500 worth of milk and went door-to-door,

house, Ministerial Alliance and Micronesian Community

in poorer neighborhoods, giving away gallons of milk

Development.”

for the children.
“Because I’ve had good mentors, I’ve become a mentor…part
Another youth ministry is the H-4 program which

of what the Athena Award recognizes is not only how you

stands for hockey, HuHot, homeless, and hunger. The

mentor or raise up other people but also how you connect

youth group spends a day making food deliveries to

them to the right mentoring relationship,” said Rev. Plambeck.

the homeless who live under the viaduct in Council
Bluffs and Omaha, then work at the Micah House in

The Athena Award was founded in 1982. It is a non-profit

Omaha and finish the day with a hockey game and

organization that seeks to support, develop and honor women

dinner at HuHot. 

leaders through programs that they administer in partnership
with ‘host organizations’ from local communities. These

Rev. Plambeck says, “There’s a new realization across

programs inspire women to reach their full potential and

the generations that even though there are things

strive to create balance in leadership worldwide.

that outwardly separate us, who we are inside allows
us to come together across our difference—to do

The Atlantic First UMC congregation is proud of Rev.

what we believe is transformational ministry in the

Plambeck as their pastor and they recognize that this

world. We know lives are being changed because of

award is not just for her but also an award that recognizes

the stories being told.” —Read More Online

the transformation of the church and the hard work of the
congregation. n
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From UMC News ...
United Methodists Share MLK’s Dream
The Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. was the face of the African-American civil rights
movement throughout the 1960s until his assassination on April 4, 1968.
The United Methodist Church recognizes “the right of individuals to dissent when acting
under the constraint of conscience and, after having exhausted all legal recourse, to resist
or disobey laws that they deem to be unjust or that are discriminately enforced.”
Read More!

Becoming the (United Methodist) ‘Church of Why Not”
When the Rev. James K. Karpen offered some background about the United Methodist
Church of St. Paul and St. Andrew to members of its new resident theater company, he
described it as the church of “why not.”
In some churches, he told them, people suggest trying something new and others
immediately respond with all the reasons why it can’t be done.
Read More!

Church Responds to Devastating Mozambique Floods
United Methodists are responding to deadly floods in the northern part of Mozambique
with much-needed food and prayer, Bishop Joaquina Filipe Nhanala told church leaders
meeting in her country this week.
January floods, the result of torrential rains and a tropical disturbance, have taken the
lives of more than 150 Mozambicans and left more than 160,000 homeless, reports
Bloomberg News.
Read More!

Religious Leaders form Ukraine, Russia Try Peace Effort
World leaders aren’t the only ones trying to stop the fighting in eastern Ukraine.
Representatives of church and religious organizations in Ukraine and Russia, including
a United Methodist bishop, have gathered twice to pursue dialogue and strengthen the
relationships between faith groups in the two countries.
Read More!

Church Body Proposes More Open Stance on Homosexuality
The United Methodist Church could have openly gay clergy and clergy could officiate
at same-sex marriages if a proposal affirmed by a denomination-wide leadership body
prevails.
The Connectional Table plans to draft legislation that members hope can be “a third way”
in the church’s long debate over homosexuality.
Read More!
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TREASURER’S

NOTES

Hello!

talk
asurer, I have traveled the state to
In this first year as Conference Tre
bers of the Iowa United Methodist
with and listen to thousands of mem
tation and dozens of informal
Church. I’ve made over 30 presen
ons
reaching out and having conversati
meetings across the state. I think
To facilitate reaching out to more
is a very important part of this job.
Webinars which allow us to talk
people, we have started conducting
e time in a time and cost effective
to people across the state at the sam
have had webinars about Local
manner. In the past few weeks we
Local Church Audit. On Thursday
Church W2 forms, Statistics and the
l
inar where I will recap the financia
April 9, 2015, I will present a web
nce in 2014.
performance of the Iowa Confere
visits across the state, as I’m sure
These webinars will not replace my
May. Also if you need additional
I’ll be driving many miles in April and
.org.
il me at terry.montgomery@iaumc
assistance never be afraid to ema

2014 Financial Year in
Review Webinar
Thursday, April 9, 2015 - 12:00 noon
Take an opportunity to learn more
about the Iowa Conference. A
webinar focusing on the 2014
financial year in review will be
presented on Thursday, April 9, 2015
at 12:00 noon. It will be designed to
help participants to know more about
the last year’s income and expenses of
the Iowa Conference.
The webinar will be presented on the
Fuze platform (an invitation and sign-

Thanks,

Terry Montgomery

ices
Treasurer/Director Administrative Serv

on instructions will be posted shortly).
Others in the recent series of financial
webinars include local church W2
forms, statistics, and the local church
audit. Each of these webinars is
recorded will archived in the Finance

Conference Financial Audit
The Book of Discipline requires the Annual Conference to be
audited annually under the review of the Conference Audit
Committee. The financial review, as directed by ¶617, is
conducted by nationally-recognized certified public accounting
firms at the end of each financial year. For the past four years
Crowe Howrath LLP has conducted the annual audit, and now
McGowen, Hurst, Clark & Smith PC, will perform the 2014
audit. The extensive review includes weeks of work by the
Conference Financial Team and field work with three to five
auditors in the Conference Center for two weeks. The audit
helps ensure that the Conference and its boards are following
generally accepted accounting principles. The results of
the yearly review are presented to the Annual Conference,
published in the Annual Conference Journal and available on
the Conference Web Site. Click Here

& Administration section Conference
website. Click Here

Spring Cleaning & Record Retention
As spring approaches it is time for spring cleaning! Every
church has boxes and boxes of files, but the question is,
what needs to be saves and what should be thrown away?
Understanding record retention is actually a very important
topic for each of our local churches that should not be ignored.
There are some things that each church needs to permanently
save, and there are some records that a church needs to purge
regularly.
The General Commission on Archives and History offers a
wonderful document on record retention. Click Here
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Iowa United Methodist Foundation’s Services
Investment Services
•
•
•
•
•

Investment Options Within the UM Social Principles
Investment Policy Assistance
Readily Available Assistance in Managing Accounts
Account Related Archiving
Spending Policy Assistance

Services for Churches
•
•
•
•
•

Investment Services
Planned Giving Services & Programs
Endowment Creation and Rejuvenation Assistance
Customized Client Planned Giving Literature
Wills and Estate Planning Seminars

Services for Individuals
•
•
•
•

Gift Planning Assistance
Stock Gift Processing
Confidential Online Will and Gift Planning Tools
Confidential Donation Processing

Capital Campaign Assistance
•
•
•
•

Basic Capital Campaign Education
General Campaign Planning
Pre-Campaign Study
On-Site Consultation Services

Building Fund Trust
• Capital Loans for Churches and UM Agencies
• Investment Opportunities for Individuals and 		
Churches

Scholarships & Grants
• Scholarships Administration For UM Students &
Seminarians
• Grant Administration
IOWA

Regional Seminars
“Donuts & Endowments”
FOUNDATION

Iowa United Methodist Foundation
2301 Rittenhouse Street
Des Moines, IA 50321
Ph: 515-974-8927
Fax: 515-974-8977
info@iumf.org
www.iumf.org
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• Creation and Rejuvenation of Endowment Committees
• Best Practices for Endowment Programs

“Faithfully Investing”
•
•
•
•

Updates on Economic Conditions
Long Term Strategies for Endowment Funds
The Importance of Investing According to the UM
Social Principles & How Social Screening Works

